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Long Island Memories at Ten Years
and Looking Forward

A brief history of Long Island Memories 

This Program was started in 2001, with a survey of Long Island 
libraries of all types, to determine the need for training in the 
area of digitization. 

The survey responses showed a definite need for training in 
digitization for academic, public and special libraries.

LILRC responded to this need by hiring a consultant in the field 
of digitization and creating a Task Force of volunteers to 
create guidelines for the Regional Digitization Program.



A brief history of Long Island Memories

In 2002 a pilot project was created by the Bryant Library 
using their postcard collection.

LILRC then sponsored the First Symposium on Digitization to 
showcase the Project. 

15 Library Directors signed up to join the Long Island 
Memories Program.

LILRC then set up three required workshops using experts in 
the field of digitization to provide the training

LILRC purchased CONTENTdm software from OCLC and 
provided a hosting server for the Program



A snapshot of Long Island Memories today

As of 2011, Long Island Memories has grown to include 35 organizations

Total Files Produced: 301,871
Total Pages in Collection: 5,993

Plus we’ve digitized 9 Nassau newspapers and 1 College newsletter 

Bethpage Newspapers:
The Bethpage Tribune

Farmingdale Newspapers:
The Observer

Farmingdale State College 
Newsletter:

The Rambler

Freeport Newspapers:
Daily Review of Nassau County
Freeport News
South Side Messenger
Queens County Review
Nassau County Review
Nassau Post
The Leader



"Isle of Beauty, Fare-Thee-Well"

Henry A Harlow, of Sag Harbor, New York, was 17 when he signed as a green hand in 
Sag Harbor to the whaleship Acasta, sailing on October 14, 1847 for two years in the 
Pacific. Twenty months into the voyage, Henry was taken by the repetitive routine of his 
work, particularly when there was no hunt underway, or no storm with which to contend. 
He wrote his words to a familiar melody of the time, about how much he missed his 
home, Long Island.

LILRC was given the rights to use this song in Long Island Memories by Stephen and Susan Sanfilippo, who have been involved 
with Long Island's history for many years, as educators and as researchers and performers of historic music. 



Long Island Memories Participant



Long Island Memories Participant




Circus comes to Hempstead Village New York Circa 1910



Circus Parade Hempstead, Main St. & Fulton Ave.



Elephants on Main St. and Fulton Ave



Blizzard of 1888



CONTENTdm New Features

Social Features: commenting, tagging, and rating 

End users can comment about an item, tag it, or rate it with these new 
social features that will encourage engagement of end users with your 
collections. End users don’t have to log in to contribute, but they can 
report abuse if they see something offensive. Anti-spam measures are 
built in to protect machine-generated spam. The social features can be 
enabled or disabled by collection or globally. 



CONTENTdm New Features

Newspaper Article Viewer 

Newspapers with article segmentation are now fully discoverable. End 
users can now search for and discover article-level metadata, and an 
enhanced newspaper viewer highlights individual articles within each 
page. When the end user hovers over the page contents, articles are 
highlighted and clickable. When double-clicked, an article viewer 
pops up to display all parts of the article together in a single window, 
even if the original article was printed on multiple pages of the 
newspaper. The article also can be downloaded or printed. 



CONTENTdm New Features

Custom Pages

Version 6.1 makes the addition of custom pages easy with the new 
Custom Pages upload capability in the Website Configuration Tool. You 
can also substitute your own external (stored outside of CONTENTdm) 
collection landing page for the standard landing page by just entering 
the URL. Consortium users and those needing groups of collections can 
create a custom page (using CONTENTdm default layout or custom) 
that searches a group of collections pre-defined for the end user. Need 
to group three collections together by institution, geography or topic 
into a custom portal page? That capability is now available and 
configurable using the Website Configuration Tool. 



CONTENTdm New Features

Localization—CONTENTdm collections are discoverable by the world, 
and now you can make your collections more discoverable to non-English 
readers. All navigation and messaging elements of your website can be 
localized into one or more languages.  Ten languages are presently 
available.

Customizable form for end-user submission of content—This custom 
page option opens your collection for content submitted by end users.  
OCLC is providing a sample form that you can copy and modify. Include 
your custom form on other websites or on your custom collection landing 
page. Require log in or not, as you desire.  Every submitted item (image, 
PDF, audio, video, digital file) is added to the CONTENTdm
Administration approval queue so you retain control of the quality of the 
collection. 



Usage Statistics for Long Island Memories

The month of October 2011 hits: 

34,9692
Total hits for the calendar 
year 2010 were over 2 million 
according to OCLC statistics.



Visitors to Long Island Memories

Over 50 countries worldwide have visited the Long Island 
Memories website including:

New Zealand, Australia, Portugal, Canada, 
Germany, France, Finland, Brazil, Hungary, 
Denmark, China, Japan, Russian Federation, Poland, 
Netherlands, Argentina, Switzerland, Norway, Italy, 
Czech Republic, Belgium, Lithuania, Cuba  



Extinction is Not an Option When it Pertains 
to Long Island History

The historian Thomas Carlyle said that history was the 
"biography of Great Men."  While this may be true in 
some respects, “Great Men” would hardly achieve great 
things without “Followers” - the farmers, factory workers, 
and laborers who bring the dreams of those “Great Men” 
to fruition. Thus, local history - the story of the people in a 
neighborhood, a ghetto, a town, and their personal links 
to the larger community of county, district, state and 
nation - becomes history as the biography of the 
“Common Man", and reminds us that history (and the 
responsibility for it) begins in one's own back yard.

Jackson, Katherine, " Why is knowing local history important?" themargatesociety/news/whyisknowinglocalhistoryimportant. posted 3 Apr 2011 04:31.



THANK YOU!

Visit Long Island Memories Online:

www.longislandmemories.org
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