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FRBR Is A Conceptual Model for the Bibliographic 
Universe 

• FRBR is not a set of cataloging rules , but FRBR concepts can help to 
re-examine cataloging rules and principles 

• FRBR is an entity-relationship conceptual model 

• FRBR terminology offers a more precise vocabulary that clarifies 
concepts, such as “work,” “edition,” “item,” etc. 



FRBR User Tasks 

• Find 

• Identify 

• Select 

• Obtain 



Group 1 Entities 

• Work – a distinct intellectual or artistic creation 

• Expression  - the intellectual or artistic realization of a work 

• Manifestation – the physical embodiment of an expression of a work 

• Item – a single exemplar of a manifestation 



Group 2 Entities 
(Responsible for intellectual or 
artistic content) 

•Person – an individual 

•Corporate body –an organization or 
group of individuals and/or organizations 



Work 

Expression 

Manifestation 

item 

is realized through 

is embodied in 

is exemplified by 



Group 1 and Group 2 Entity Relationships 
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Group 3 Entities 
(Subjects of works) 

•Concept – an abstract notion or idea 

•Object – a material thing 

•Event – an action or occurrence 

•Place – a location 
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FRBR Subject Relationships 
Group1 Entities 
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Bibliographic Relationships 

Bibliographic relationships are fundamental to an 
understanding of FRBR: 

• Equivalent relationships 

• Derivative relationships 

• Descriptive relationships 

• Whole-part relationships 

• Accompanying relationships 

• Sequential relationship 

 

 



Attributes 

All entities in FRBR are defined by attributes that distinguish them from 
other entities 

Examples of attributes: 

Group 1 Entities 

• Work: title, key (musical work), coordinates (cartographic work) 

• Expression: title, form, language, types of score (musical notation), 
scale (cartographic) 



Examples of attributes 
• Manifestation: title, statement of responsibility, edition 

designation,  publication information, series statement, 
extent  

• Item: item identifier(e.g., call number, accession number, 
barcode), inscriptions 

Group 2 Entities 

• Person: name, dates, designations, epithet 

• Corporate Body: Name, number (meeting, conference), 
place, date, legal status (Inc., Ltd.), designating term (firm, 
musical group) 

Group 3 entities have one attribute: the term for the 
concept, object, event, or place. 

 



Basic Requirements for National Bibliographic 
Records 
• Basic level of functionality: the minimum tasks that a basic level 

bibliographic record should assist a user to do  

• Basic data requirements: the specific data elements needed to enable 
a user to do X 

• Basic level national bibliographic record: lists the minimum data 
requirements grouped into descriptive elements and organizing 
elements  



FRBR in RDA: 
Recording attributes 

• Section 1: Recording attributes of manifestations and items 

              Chapter 1: General Guidelines – terminology, concepts,    

                   guidelines for transcribing elements  

              Chapter 2: Identifying Manifestations and Items –  

                  supports the “identify” user task  

              Chapter 3: Describing Carriers – supports the “select user task  

              Chapter 4: Providing Acquisitions and Access Information – 

                            supports the “obtain” user task      

                         



Recording Attributes  

 

• Section 2: Recording attributes of work and expression 

               Chapter 5: General Guidelines – includes instructions on 

                    recoding authority data in support of FRAD  

                    “contextualizing” and “justifying” user tasks 

               Chapter 6: Identifying Works and Expressions – supports  

                     “identify” user task 

               Chapter 7: Describing Content – supports “select” user task            

 



Recording Attributes 

• Section 3: Recording attributes of person, family, and corporate body 

               Chapter 8: General Guidelines – guidelines on concepts and 

                    information in support of FRAD user tasks “contextualizing” 

                    and “justifying” 

               Chapter 9: Identifying Persons 

               Chapter 10: Identifying Families 

               Chapter 11: Identifying Corporate Bodies 

    Chapters 9-10 support the “identify” user task 

 



Recording Attributes 

• Section 4: Recording attributes of concept, object, event, and place 

              Chapter 12: General Guidelines – “To be developed after the  

                   initial release of RDA.” 

              Chapter 13: Identifying Concepts -  to be developed 

              Chapter 14: Identifying Objects – to be developed 

              Chapter 15: Identifying Events – to be developed 

              Chapter 16: Identifying Places – derived from Chapter 23 of 

                   AACR2 “Geographic Names.” Used for formulating the name 

                   of a place for a government, access point, authority record 

 



FRBR in RDA: 
Recording relationships 

• Section 5: Chapter 17: Recording primary relationships between work, 
expression, manifestation, and item -  LC policy statement is “Do not 
apply chapter 17 in the current implementation scenario.” 

• Section 6: Recording relationships to persons, families, and corporate 
bodies (Chapters 18-22) – instructions on recording responsibility 
relationships between Group 1 (resources) and Group 2 entities 

• Section 7: Recording relationships to concepts, objects, events, and 
places associated with a work (Chapter 23) – to be developed 



FRBR in RDA 
Recording relationships (continued) 
• Section 8: Recording relationships between works, expressions, 

manifestations, and items (Chapters 24-28) – Group 1 entities 

• Section 9: Recording relationships between  persons, families, and 
corporate bodies (Chapters 29-32) – Group 2 entities 

• Section 10: Recording relationships between concepts, objects, 
events, and places (Chapters 33-37) – Group 3 entities (to be 
developed) 

 



FRBR and AACR2/MARC 
• MARC is designed as a flat file structure 

• Authority file database allows FRBR relationships 

• Name and subject authority records can be used for 
Group 2 and 3 entities 

• Uniform title authority records can serve as the basis 
for expression and manifestation records 

• MARC relator terms would have expressed 
relationships that would have enable automated 
identification of the nature of the relationship 



BIBFRAME.org (from website FAQs) 

• What is the Bibliographic Framework Initiative? 
BIBFRAME Initiative is the foundation for the future of bibliographic 
description that happens on the web and in the networked world. It is 
designed to integrate with and engage in the wider information community 
and still serve the very specific needs of libraries.  

• What are the general differences between MARC and BIBFRAME? 
As a bibliographic description format, the MARC format focuses on catalog 
records that are independently understandable. Instead of bundling 
everything neatly as a “record” and potentially duplicating information 
across multiple records, the BIBFRAME Model relies heavily on 
relationships between resources. In short, the BIBFRAME Model is the 
library community’s formal entry point for becoming part of a much larger 
web of data, where the links between things are paramount. 

 

 

 



The important question now 
is: how can the library 
catalog move from being 
“on the Web” to being “of 
the Web?” 
 
----Karen Coyle, Understanding the Semantic Web: Bibliographic Data and 
Metadata 
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