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About me: didn’t use computers in high school 



Got a BA in History SB University 



These are the technology tools used at Stony Brook: 



Wrote my undergraduate thesis on this: 



Got an MLS from Queens College 



These are the technology tools used at Queens College: 



Wrote my MLS thesis on this: 



Got hired as a Field Cataloger for NYSNP 



Got hired by Suffolk Community College 



Got an MS in Educational Computing from SB 



These are the technology tools used at Stony Brook (part duex) 



Wrote my Educational Computing thesis on this: 



In a rapidly changing world, people try to predict the future! 



Prediction 1: We will live in a paperless society 

 

“The paperless society is rapidly approaching, 
whether we like it or not. Everyone reading this 
book will be affected by it in one way or another. 
We cannot bury our heads in the sand. We may 
choose to ignore the electronic world, but this 
will not make it go away.” 

- F.W. Lancaster, 1978 

 



Prediction 2: The Internet will make us smarter 

 

“Have you heard of this new thing called the 
internet? It's giving people new expectations. It's 
allowing them to become their own expert. 
Knowledge lies anxious at their fingertips. Gloss 
over the truth in your advertising and you'll 
quickly be dismissed as a poser.”  

- Roy H. Williams, 1996 

 
 



Prediction 3: The Internet will make libraries obsolete 

“It seems reasonable to envision, for a time 10 or 
15 years hence, a “thinking center” that will 
incorporate the functions of present-day libraries 
together with anticipated advances in 
information storage and retrieval and ... a 
network of such centers, connected to one 
another by wide-band communication lines and 
to individual users by leased-wire services.”  

— J.C.R. Licklider, 1960 
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Prediction 2: The Internet will make us smarter 

 

“Even though the World Wide Web has made 

hypertext commonplace, indeed ubiquitous, research 

continues to show that people who read linear text 

comprehend more, remember more, and learn more 

than those who read text peppered with links.” 

― Nicholas Carr 
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Prediction 3: The Internet will make libraries obsolete 



How to prepare for the future … 



Preparing for the future: stay engaged! 



Preparing for the future: be the voice of reason! 



Preparing for the future: build your wings before jumping! 



Preparing for the future: evaluate technologies! 



Preparing for the future: it’s all about the information! 



Preparing for the future: remember your core business! 

“Technology alone will not improve the perceived value of 

our services to users. We need to reduce our preoccupation 

with technology and increase our concern for library users 

as individuals with individual needs. We need to recognize 

that the ethic of public service should be at the center of our 

professional education. We need more warm librarians.”  

- Lancaster, 1999 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparing for the future … bonus reel  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiDgkGRCBq0

